Leiomyoblastomas and their relationship to other smooth-muscle tumors of the gastrointestinal tract. An electron-microscopic study.
Twelve cases of gastrointestinal leiomyoblastoma were studied by electron microscopy, and the findings were compared with those in 12 cases of leiomyoma and nine cases of leiomyosarcoma of the gastrointestinal tract. All of the "classic" ultrastructural features of smooth-muscle tumors, including subplasmalemmal dense patches, pinocytotic vesicles, cytoplasmic microfilaments and dense bodies, and focal basement membrane formation, were present in the leiomyoblastomas ; however, extensive sampling was commonly necessary to demonstrate such findings. In contrast, these features were more prominent in leiomyomas and leiomyosarcomas.